
The National Botanic Garden of Wales

Saving Pollinators Assurance Scheme

The National Botanic Garden of Wales has introduced this new logo for garden plants.  It 
guarantees that:-

• The plants for sale are scientifically proven to be of 
benefit to bees.

• They have been grown in a peat-free and synthetic-
insecticide-free environment.

• Produced by Wales-based growers.

Their guarantee is based on 17 years of genetic research studying pollen, on the bodies of 
honeybees and in their honey, and identifying the plants the pollen originates from, thus deducing 
which flowering plants are the most popular with the bees.

On the website www.botanicgarden.wales there is a list of 23 plant nurseries which are selling 
plants bearing the new logo which provides assurance that they meet the two criteria.

Since Professor Dave Goulson from Sussex University carried out his recent research into pesticides
and fungicides found on plants sold in various garden centres and found a whole cocktail of 
chemicals in many examples we have been waiting for growers and garden plant retailers to react.

Many of us who had bought pollinator-friendly flowering plants from garden centres in good faith, 
thinking we were supporting pollinators, discovered to our dismay that we might have been doing 
more harm than good. Dave Goulson told BFM that neonicotinoids, for example, could remain in 
the plants for 3 years.

The RHS were fairly swift to change their Perfect for Pollinators plant logo to just Plants for 
Pollinators as they couldn’t guarantee that the plants bearing their old logo had not been laced 
with pesticides.

So now this new “Saving Pollinators” logo will reassure buyers that these plants will be of benefit 
to pollinators without harming them.

To find out where you can buy plants with the new logo check the Meet the Growers section on 
the Botanic Garden of Wales website.  Most of the growers listed are in West Wales, especially 
Pembrokeshire.  There are currently none in Monmouthshire. The closest to Monmouthshire is 
Becky Wildman at Llangadog in the Brecon Beacons.

http://www.botanicgarden.wales/
https://botanicgarden.wales/science/saving-pollinators/saving-pollinators-assurance-scheme/meet-the-growers/

