
Bee Friendly Monmouthshire Newsletter:  March 2019

Dear Bee Friendly People  
Welcome to our Bee Friendly Monmouthshire newsletter. We had a busy year in 2018 and
are looking forward to our 2019 activities and events, in particular our new pilot pollinator
friendly garden awards scheme for residents in the town of Monmouth. Read more below!

Coming up in 2019

Monmouth Pollinator Friendly Gardens Awards
Applications open on Sunday 14th April and close on Sunday 14th July! Monmouth Town has
received funding and support  from Monmouthshire County Council  to pilot  an initiative
called “Nature Isn’t Neat.”  (More information below) As part of this project we’re trialling
our own initiative to encourage both private and community gardeners in the town to pay
attention  to  the  needs  of  our  insect  pollinators.  The  Awards  website  is  set  up  and  all
information  and  application  forms  will  be  available  there  no  later  than  14 th April.
Alternatively,  you’ll  be able to collect  application forms from the Bees for Development
shop in Monmouth from that date.    
More information at monpollinatorawards.co.uk

Electric Vehicle Open Day - Saturday 20th April, 10am - 4pm Bridges Community Centre
An exhibition of Electric Vehicles where BfM will be inviting people to sign up for the 
Monmouth Pollinator Friendly Awards 2019.

Monmouth Bee Festival – Sunday 19th May, Nelson Gardens, Monmouth 
Our very successful Bee Festival last year is to be repeated, but bigger and better! Bees for
Development and Bee Friendly Monmouthshire will again be organising the event, with the
main marquee in the Nelson Garden in Monmouth. There will be other events throughout
the town. The website is up and running and we’ll keep it updated with all our plans.  
More information at beefestival.org.uk

“Life on Marsh” – Saturday 13th July, Gwent Wildlife Trust, Magor Marsh

Chepstow Show – Saturday 10th August, Chepstow Racecourse
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Usk Agricultural Show, Saturday 14th September, Usk Showground 
Village Fetes in Monmouthshire 2019

We’re  keen  to  attend  more  village  fetes  in  2019.  These  smaller  events  provide  the
opportunity  for  us  to  look  at  local  community  spaces  and  chat  with  residents  about
improving them for wildlife.  If you think your village fete is the place for us to be please get
in touch! 

Our stalls always contain plenty of information for everyone!

A look back at 2018 – Highlights
Over the year well over 100 new people have made the “Bee Friendly Promise.” Well done 
and thank you! We think this demonstrates that many more people are starting to care 
about the plight of our pollinators and wanting to do something positive for them. It’s so 
much more rewarding to take even small, practical steps, than to just moan about what the 
powers that be should or should not be doing. And whilst we very much believe in targeted 
campaigning, we also know how satisfying it is to feel you’re making a difference at a 
personal level. From little acorns  . . .

We’ve given some very successful talks to adult groups, helping to spread the word about 
how fascinating our pollinating insects are and how easy it is to help them! These included 
talks by Rose Parkhouse to both Wyesham and Chepstow WIs and by Sue Harrison to the 
Crickhowell U3A Science Group entitled “Is this goodbye to Neonicotinoids?” 
Our talks receive very positive feedback, and range in style from very informal and fun to
the more technical.  If  you know of  a group which might be interested in hosting a talk
please email us on beefriendlymonmouthshire@gmail.com 

As in previous years, we’ve attended a number of  events with the aim of advising both
private and community gardeners how they can help our pollinators. Our biggest event was
the  Monmouth  Bee  Festival in  May,  coinciding  with  World  Bee  Day.  We  had  glorious
weather,  everyone loved our venue in the Nelson Gardens and quite a lot  of  cake was
eaten! We also had a gazebo at the St Arvans village fete, where local residents plotted out
good spaces for various types of wildlife on a map of the village. At the Chepstow Show in
August  we  again  part-sponsored  the  shared  “Green  Marquee”  with  Gwent  Energy  CIC,
Monmouthshire  Meadows  Group,  Chepstow  Walkers  are  Welcome  and  Transition
Chepstow. We were also at the Usk Show in September where we had a family “bug hunt”
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activity, a live viewing solitary bee nest container, and our Chair dressed up in a beekeeper’s
outfit! 

Cyrene Powell dons a beekeeper’s suit

Cyrene Graham, Phil  Powell,  Rose and Glyn Parkhouse spent some very hot days in July
touring the villages that had entered the  Pollinator Friendly category of the  Gwent Best
Kept  Village  competition.  Three  villages  were  awarded  certificates:  Portskewett was
awarded Best Hedgerows for  Pollinators,  Newchurch was awarded Best Use of  Area for
Pollinators  and  Mathern was awarded Best Verges for  Pollinators.  The certificates  were
awarded  at  a  very  well  attended  presentation  ceremony  at  Llanarth  Village  Hall,  near
Raglan, Usk. The ceremony was very well attended, and Bee Friendly Monmouthshire took
the opportunity to give a short presentation on why we need to change the way we garden.
We also provided goody bags complete with Monmouthshire Mix Seeds for everyone who
attended.
We’ve been aware for some time of the challenges involved with entering a whole village
for an award, so for 2019 we’re doing something a little different. We’ll be trialling an award
scheme for private and community gardens, initially in the town of Monmouth. See above
for more about the Monmouth Pollinator Friendly Gardens Awards. 
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The items in the goody bags – please contact us if you would like any of these.
Nature isn’t Neat scheme in Monmouth
This pilot project is RDP Funded and led by Monmouthshire County Council, and has asked
Bee Friendly Monmouthshire, Monmouthshire Meadows, Bees for Development, Transition
Monmouth and knowledgeable members of the public to assist with making Monmouth
more wildlife friendly. If it is successful and proper management can be maintained, it will
be rolled out to all of Monmouthshire.
For more information please see   monmouthshire.biz/nature-isnt-neat

BFM Hedgerow Manifesto   
There continues to be a lot of interest in our Hedgerow Manifesto.  Don’t forget to 
download your free copy from our website at bfmon.org.uk

A number of organisations with similar interests have contacted us, including the British 
Hedgehog Preservation Society who suggested that we specifically mention the needs of 
hedgehogs in any future editions of the Hedgerow Manifesto. This is an excellent idea and 
we plan to do this when a reprint is needed. Unfortunately we aren't able to adjust the 
website version at the moment without a lot of work and so will also do that when a reprint 
is due. But in the meantime we wish to highlight that hedgehogs are in serious decline, and 
more sympathetic hedgerow management can only help. Hedgehogs, as their name 
suggests, use hedgerows for nest sites, shelter and refuge from predators as well as foraging
for insect prey. One of the contributing factors to the decline of hedgehogs is the decline in 
quality habitat available in the rural landscape. 

For further information please see www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk

Less Mow No Spray – Facebook Group
We invite you to join our new Facebook group where we discuss and share our experiences 
and tips for a more Bee Friendly Garden. 
Come and join us at facebook.com/groups/1410562755715605 or do a Facebook search for
Less Mow No Spray
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