
Bee Friendly Monmouthshire
Monmouthshire Bee Festival

Bee Friendly Monmouthshire (BfM) played its part in the first ever Monmouthshire Bee Festival held 
in the Nelson Garden in Monmouth to celebrate World Bee Day on May 20 th.  If you have never been
to the Nelson garden do pay it a visit.  It is open on Fridays and is a peaceful, green oasis full of 
pollinator-friendly plants.

The BfM tent was packed with information about pollinators – detailed information panels, a 
stunning display of close-up photos of bees taken by Roger Ruston in his garden in Monmouth, 
leaflets and Monmouthshire Mix seeds for sale. We also organised a plants quiz. Visitors had to 
name 5 good pollinator plants (Catmint, Chive, Allium, White deadnettle, Salvia) and identify the odd
one out (a double Peony) which was of no use to pollinating insects. 

The star of the BfM tent was the display of the children’s entries for the   “Honeycomb” competition.
Six local primary schools took part.  The children, ranging in age from Year One to Year Six, created 
wonderful, brightly coloured pictures of bees and flowers as well as funny cartoons and illustrated 
bee jokes, all on hexagon shapes displayed in the form of a honeycomb. The schools submitted their 
12 best entries and from these BfM chose a winner and a runner-up for each school.  The originality 
and quality of the children’s designs impressed everyone that visited our tent.

The winning entries were as follows:-

Gilwern School: 1st. Archie Barrell Yr 5; 2nd. Ruby Puttock Yr 2
Inglefield House: 1st. Isla Kirman Yr 3; 2nd. Chloe Whitaker Yr 3
Llandogo School: 1st. Evelyn Klinkert Yr 2; 2nd. George Macdougall Yr 2
Osbaston School: 1st. Archie Barrell Yr 5; 2nd - Ruby Puttock Yr 2
Overmonnow School: 1st. Cadie Davies Yr 5; 2nd. Lily Brine Yr 4
Trellech School: 1st. Keira Greaney Yr 6; 2nd. Jessica Megan Ward Yr 5

The winners were presented with their prizes by the comedian Miles Jupp.

The best Bee Jokes........

Where did the astronaut bee go? – To the honeymoon!  
What is a bee’s favourite food?   - ANECTARine! 
How does the bee get to school?  - On the buzz! 
What did the Queen bee say to the bee? – Not now! I’m buzzy!
What did the Australian Queen bee say to the naughty bee?  - Bee-hive yourself!




