
Usk in Bloom Award Ceremony: 
Glen yr Afon Hotel:  Sunday November 6th 2016

Bee Friendly Monmouthshire was invited to give a short presentation at this ceremony and 
our secretary, Sue Harrison, gave an illustrated talk about the crisis affecting our pollinating 
insects and the knock-on impact this was having on other wildlife and ultimately ourselves.
After the talk some members of the committee expressed interest in introducing pollinator-
friendly practices next year, including switching to single rather than double flowered 
plants, and choosing garden plants that are attractive to pollinators as well as us.

SUMMARY OF SUE’S TALK

The main culprit for the drop in pollinator numbers was identified as the destruction of 
habitat caused by the relentless erosion of the natural environment, leading to loss of food 
sources and nesting places for these insects. Modern intensive farming practices have taken 
their toll on pollinators and the plants that they feed on.  Pesticides, particularly 
neonicotinoids, which are hundreds of times more toxic than DDT, and herbicides have 
caused immense harm to beneficial pollinating insects.

However there are glimmers of hope. Gardens in the UK cover an area equivalent to one 
fifth of the size of Wales and can provide a lifeline for pollinators that would otherwise 
struggle to find food in what little is left of our natural environment. Gardens that have 
borders packed with traditional cottage garden plants, native flowers and herbs can help to 
provide a continuous supply of food for pollinators from early spring right through into 
winter. But sadly not all gardens are havens for wildlife. Many front gardens are now 
nothing more than mini carparks or planted with annual bedding plants such as Begonias, 
Busy Lizzies and Petunias which provide no food for insect pollinators. 

Changes in the way we manage our public green spaces can also yield great benefits to 
pollinating insects and other wildlife. We could achieve so much if we used these neglected 



areas to restore some of our lost natural habitat by allowing grass and native flowers to 
grow on verges, by allowing hedges to produce blossom and berries and by sowing wild 
flower seeds on roundabouts and other urban green spaces. A start has already been made 
in Monmouthshire by MCC but there is still a long way to go.

Finally Sue suggested that the Usk in Bloom committee might be interested in a new 
initiative being promoted by the Welsh Government called Bee Friendly Wales, modelled on
what Bee Friendly Monmouthshire has already begun in our county.  If Usk could satisfy the 
criteria being drawn up by this project the town could aim to be not just the floral capital 
but also the first officially accredited Bee Friendly town in Wales.  Now that would be the 
jewel in the crown.
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