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10 Ways to Bee Friendly
Allow wild flowers to bloom
Do not use pesticides or herbicides
Do not mow grass too much: bumblebees nest in the ground and their 
nests are destroyed by mowing – allow some grass areas to grow long and 
let wild flowers bloom to feed insects
Grow bee friendly flowers ie flowers that provide insects with nectar and 
pollen – avoid double varieties bred to be purely ornamental 
Provide nesting places for bees of all species:  leave old trees in place, or 
create a pile of dead wood for bees to nest inside
Plant trees that have useful blossom (e.g. lime trees, fruit trees) and allow 
hedges to flower: brambles are an excellent source of nectar and pollen 
Scatter seeds in waste areas to produce useful flowers, and try to ensure 
nectar throughout all seasons
Encourage local authorities, organisations and businesses to leave areas 
for insects and to grow pollinator friendly plants
Learn a little more about bees and other pollinators: appreciate the third of 
your food that they pollinated
And finally, eat and enjoy local honey – nature’s special treat!

Individuals, groups, businesses, schools and all Monmouthshire organisations 
are encouraged to support this initiative. Do get in touch.

LEAFLET SPONSORED BY GWENT ENERGY CIC

Find us on Facebook Follow us on Twitter @BeeFriendlyMon
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Bee Friendly Monmouthshire
The Bee Friendly Monmouthshire initiative is supported by people from many organisations across 
the county including: Abergavenny, Chepstow & Monmouth Transition Towns; Abergavenny 
& Crickhowell Friends of the Earth; Bees for Development; Bumblebee Conservation Trust; 
Gwent Beekeepers’ Association; Gwent Energy CIC; Gwent Wildlife Trust; Humble by Nature; 
Monmouthshire Meadows; Monmouthshire County Council and Wye Valley Apiaries.

www.beefriendlymonmouthshire.org
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Why Bee Friendly?
Pollinating insects including bees, butterflies and hoverflies are a vital part of 
our environment.
Land development, excess mowing, loss of vegetation and herbicides all 
remove nesting places and food for these insects. Insecticides kill beneficial 
insect pollinators.

Ethics
We have a moral obligation to do all we can to save bees and other pollinators. 
Do not let us be the generation that killed them.

Pollinators are crucial
Pollinating insects maintain the precious ecology of Monmouthshire and – 
by pollinating crops – they contribute vast benefit to the Welsh economy.

The aims of 
Bee Friendly Monmouthshire

To ensure that Monmouthshire is bee friendly, providing safe and sufficient 
habitat to maintain healthy populations of all indigenous pollinating insects.

To engage, influence and support the Welsh Government, local authorities, 
key agencies, landowners, businesses, schools, communities and indeed 
everyone to support bee friendly activities.

To raise public awareness of the importance of pollinating insects and 
their need for protection.
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* We are tackling the decline of pollinating insects by 
campaigning for bee friendly practices at local and 
national levels.  

* We encourage the creation, protection, enhancement 
and connectivity of flower-rich habitats to support 
pollinating insects.

* We encourage local authorities, groups and 
individuals to reduce unnecessary mowing and 
cutting of vegetation, reduce use of pesticides, and to 
retain and plant more pollen and nectar-rich flowers.


